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In southern Su-
dan, one of the 
most impover-
ished regions in 
the world, you 
might not expect 
to �nd a lot of 
hope. But if you 
dig deep enough, 
it is indeed there. 
And MCC is 
working to make 
sure that hope 
continues to grow.

Steve Steiner 
experienced this 
search for hope 
�rsthand, as he 
took part in an 
MCC learning 
tour to southern 
Sudan on Septem-
ber 1-7. Steiner, 
a retired business 
executive and 
farmer from Dal-
ton, Ohio, joined six others on their travels in east 
Africa. 

A member of Kidron Mennonite Church, 
Steiner has a long-held connection with MCC. 
He served in Chad (along the border with Sudan) 
from 1974-77. He also served with MCC in In-
donesia for three months in 2005, �nishing as-
sessment from the tsunami and helping to imple-
ment the ongoing program.

On paper, the situation in southern Sudan is 
grim. A 22-year civil war decimated communi-
ties in the region. About two million people were 
killed and four million people were forced to �ee 
their homes before a peace agreement ended the 
con�ict in 2005.

Since then, millions of people are returning 
home a�er spending years in refugee camps or 
enduring the harsh realities of war. And few re-
sources exist, such as schools or food supplies, to 
accommodate the rapidly growing population.

Steiner compared the situation in south Sudan 
to what he experienced working with tsunami 
recovery e�orts in Indonesia. “In south Sudan 
everybody is traumatized to some degree or an-
other,” he said. “Everybody had a story. Everybody 
lost loved ones in the war.”

�e learning tour group heard story a�er heart-
wrenching story about the atrocities su�ered by 
the Sudanese people. Children being conscripted 
into the army at nine, eight, even seven years old, 
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Great Lakes Annual Gathering
Make plans now to attend the MCC Great 
Lakes annual gathering on February 26-
27, 2009. Steve Steiner will be sharing 
more about his learning tour to Sudan, 
along with other speakers, workshops and 
worship services.

Check greatlakes.mcc.org for more 
details as they become available.

and being forced to torture and kill their own peo-
ple. Families torn apart.

One such story came from a Sudanese man 
named Simon Mikanipare Agume, who managed 
to avoid conscription as a young man. �rough a 
series of events, he �ed across the country with a 
group of friends, experiencing unthinkable hard-
ships, until he eventually arrived in Uganda as a 
refugee. 

Agume was scheduled to help lead this learning 
tour in Sudan, but the night the group arrived, his 
neighbor’s house was robbed and two people were 
shot and killed. His story continues to be one of 
heartache and su�ering, but he looks forward 

See SUDAN continued on page 4

Steve Steiner (le�) receives communion from Rev. Justin Sasuk Golyan (far 
right) at Korok Parish ECS in Juba, Sudan. In the background, Joan Willems, 
MCC Sudan Representative, also participates in communion with Rev. Eluzia 
Manaih Gunole during the MCC learning tour.  

Photo provided by Steve Steiner
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cational booth that o�ered plain rice for a donation. Over $900 was 
raised as visitors learned how many people could be fed a bowl of rice 
with their donation.

�e “Oozeball” tournament at the Black Swamp Bene�t Bazaar in 
Wauseon, Ohio, continues to provide fun and entertainment. �is 
year, 100 games in the mud volleyball tournament were played in 
only �ve hours. 

One thing that clearly remains is the feeling of excitement and sup-
port that continues to permeate the sales throughout the Great Lakes 
region.

Many thanks to each of you who participated in relief sales this 
year, and we look forward to the 2010 relief sales!

For more information about relief sales, visit reliefsales.mcc.org

Relief sales garner support despite 
down economy
It comes as no big surprise that overall fundraising totals for relief 
sales in the Great Lakes region are down somewhat from last year. 
Final numbers are still being calculated, but preliminary numbers 
show a drop in total revenue.

�e news isn’t all bad, though. In fact, the Northern Michigan 
Relief Sale in Fairview, Michigan, actually saw their total revenue 
increase $9,000 from last year.

�e gap between this year’s and last year’s total revenue for the sales 
is smaller than many expected, and several other sales saw increases 
in various areas. For example, the Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale in 
Goshen, Indiana, saw a strong increase in food sales, despite the de-
crease in auction sales. And although their Penny Power totals were 
down slightly, the number of churches participating actually rose.

Relief sale committees continue to develop fun, new ways to raise 
support for MCC, in spite of the expected and realized decline in 
revenue. And MCC supporters continue to turn out by the thou-
sands and generously support the events.

One of the new features at the Ohio Mennonite Relief Sale in 
Kidron, Ohio, was a cornhole (bean bag toss) tournament, where 
teams of two competed against other duos in the popular backyard 
game. 

At the Michiana sale, this was the �rst year for “Just Rice,” an edu-
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�e current economic crisis has a�ected nearly all of us in some way. We see people around us 
losing their jobs, their homes and retirement savings. It may be our family, friends, members of our 
congregation - or even ourselves. At times like this we as a church clearly must care for those who are 
a�ected.

Over the next year, the Washington O�ce will be focusing on four speci�c areas of U.S. policy in 
which we see potential for taking steps toward greater justice. We invite congregations to pray, re�ect 
and act for economic justice for all

Visit washington.mcc.org/life for more information and for resources to use in your congregation.

Lend a Hand: Material Resources
Relief kits provide valuable supplies to families traumatized 
by war and natural disasters. Consider putting together a 
relief kit as a fun and educational family project.
Visit mcc.org/kits

Volunteers prepare for the pancake and sausage breakfast at the 
Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale in Goshen, Indiana. 		
	  				    Photo  by Hiwot

People of all ages participated in the �rst-ever cornhole 
tournament at the Ohio Mennonite Relief Sale in Kidron, 
Ohio.
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But the church is continuing to grow. Con�icts persist between the 
Protestant Church and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. In many 
rural communities those who have le� the Orthodox religion and 
joined MKC or other Protestant Churches are ostracized from their 
family and community. �ey may even be tortured in hopes that 
they will recant and rejoin the Orthodox Church. 

�e church faces changing the-
ology and worship styles, issues 
the new leaders will face. For now 
the elders are there to guide them 
but those times too will soon reach 
an end. �e new leaders have been 
entrusted with the care of the 
church. 

�e new generation of MCC 
and EMM workers also received 
roses. None of the �rst MCC 
Ethiopia service workers or EMM 
workers were present, but MCC 
and EMM’s presence in Ethiopia 
throughout the history of MKC 
was acknowledged and honored. 

I am in my second year of ser-
vice with MCC. Last year I came 
as part of the SALT program de-
signed for young adults. I served in 
Nazret, Ethiopia (the birth place 
of MKC) as a communications 
o�cer for a local NGO working 
with street children and orphans. 

I renewed my term with MCC 
for an additional three years serv-

ing with MKC. I am writing a peace curriculum to be used in chil-
dren’s Sunday School classes throughout Ethiopia.

MCC Ethiopia works with peace development, food stability, 
education and HIV/AIDS care and support. MCC has a close re-
lationship with MKC and provides support to many of the church 
programs, including those that provide relief and development. Cur-
rently MCC Ethiopia and MKC are working together to help pro-
vide food in exchange for work in one of the areas greatly a�ected 
by the drought. 

I receive my rose and return to my seat. We break into song raising 
our roses in the air. �e building, the Meserete Kristos Church in 
Ethiopia, is �lled with joy. �e work of MKC and MCC continues.

- Krista Allen

Filled with joy in Ethiopia

The Church was full. �e front benches were reserved for the 
honored guests, a mix of men and women most of whom could take 
the title of respected grandparent. 

�e pastor’s voice boomed a message through the loud speaker. 
�e top choirs, one in purple and one robbed in golden yellow sang 
with jubilee. �e pastor recognized the prayer and hard work of 
the church founders. �ese leaders 
faced trials soon a�er the church’s 
founding when the communist 
government came to power. Per-
secutions and imprisonment were 
common in the years to come. �e 
church building was silent until the 
names of these men and women 
were called. As each founder was 
recognized, he or she came to the 
front of the church to receive a 
medal, a rose and a certi�cate. �e 
crowd was warm with applause, ac-
knowledging this important transi-
tion. �e Meserete Kristos Church 
(MKC) began 59 years ago.

�is time of recognition was 
part of the Meserete Kristos Gen-
eral Assembly. Church leaders from 
around the country came together 
in Nazret, Ethiopia, to celebrate the 
church’s history and receive train-
ings for the times ahead.  Over 700 
of us participated - pastors, church 
leaders and church workers from 
throughout Ethiopia. 

�e assembly became a time of passing on the torch, or in this case, 
the rose. �e church fathers stood at the front of the church with 
bundles of roses. �ey called to those still �lling the benches, the 
current church leaders, to come forward. �ose who came forward 
received a rose and a blessing from the church founders.

�e rose is a symbol of the responsibility for the church and 
the sharing of the Gospel through the generations. �e times have 
changed. With the fall of the Derg (communist government), hid-
den services ceased and the church resumed its public role. Men and 
women did not have to fear imprisonment for their beliefs and were 
free to speak about their faith. When the church resurfaced and 
members came forward, the church had expanded into one of the 
largest Mennonite churches in the world.

Many struggles have passed, the early persecutions have ceased. 

Krista Allen is currently serving a three-year term with MCC in Ethiopia. Allen attended Anderson University, and her home church is �e Mercy 
House in Anderson, Indiana.
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Krista Allen celebrates the Christmas holidays with 
Hermela, a young orphan, during her MCC service term in 
Ethiopia.

Photo courtesty of Krista Allen

Check out the Mennonite Central 
Committee Great Lakes fan page on 
Facebook for photos, events and more!
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SUDAN continued from page 1

with hope. In a re�ection he sent home with the group, he writes, 
“May those who read this learn from it and always thank God during 
hard times and happy times.”

�is overwhelming spirit of faith and trust in God appeared as  a 
common theme. “Inevitably at the end of each of our meetings, one 
of us would ask ‘where do you �nd hope?’” said Steiner. “�e answer 
was always ‘in our faith.’”

�is strong faith �ows over into the unity of the Christian church-
es in southern Sudan, where the churches work together cohesively to 
try to provide relief for their people.

MCC works with a number of organizations in this region in areas 
like community-based trauma healing, vocational training, women’s 
development programs and con�ict transformation.

“I know Mennonites aren’t supposed to be proud, but I am so proud 
of MCC and the work they are doing in southern Sudan,” Steiner 
said. “�rough the thick and thin, MCC is working with the di�er-
ent organizations helping people to get their lives back together. It is 
so encouraging to see them working, even when the thread of hope is 
so thin and so fragile. We were there and we are there.”

Re�ecting back on what he saw and experienced, Steiner was struck 
by how thankful people were for the group coming to hear their sto-
ries. �ey did not ask anything of the tour participants, other than to 
bring back their stories to the United States and Canada.

“Over the course of the time while visiting south Sudan, I moved 
from hope to hopelessness and back,” said Steiner. “To my amaze-
ment, the hope in south Sudan rests in the strength of the people’s 
faith in Jesus and the on-going support of the church.” 
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New resource available for purchase or loan
Conflict Transformation and Restorative Justice
This manual provides information about conflict transformation and 
restorative justice skills - from interpersonal to group facilitation. Chapters 
focus on faith/spirituality, theory, communication, restorative justice, 
mediation process, group facilitation, group conflict dymanics, standards 
and ethics of practice, pedagogy and peace work and beyond.

	 To borrow, contact (574) 534-4133 or jsteiner@mcc.org
  	 To purchase, visit mccstore.org

Check out the new and improved 
MCC Great Lakes website! 

greatlakes.mcc.org

Steiner is available to speak in congregations and small group settings 
about Sudan. Contact the Great Lakes o�ce for more information.

MCC is currently in the middle of a 10-year, multimillion-dol-
lar campaign to help people in southern Sudan recover. �e cam-
paign, “Coming Home: Sudan,” is focused on building schools, 
supporting education, assisting farmers and promoting peace in 
southern Sudan. Visit mcc.org/sudancominghome

Service Opportunities
with MCC
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